EDITORS' FOREWORD
THE writing of contemporary history lends itself to the
danger of biased interpretation. The Age of the Great Depres-
sion, however, lies much farther away from the present than
the mere lapse of years would signify. The Second World
War, with the still unsettled problems of taming the unfore-
seen forces it engendered, has conferred a curious sense of dis-
tance and remoteness upon a chapter of United States history
which forms an indelible part of most Americans' lives.
Moreover, at the governmental level, the partisan rancors of
the time have cooled, encouraging a calmer judgment of
events and actions that once tried men's souls. If the signs in
today's political heavens are reliable, the nation has accepted
as a permanent legacy the innovations of public policy called
forth by the Depression.
Professor Wecter, writing from this vantage point, thus
swings his historical telescope from new watchtowers. He
scans the scene with particular attention to human values—
the frustrations, hopes, exertions and idealism of a mighty
people afflicted with economic travail such as they had never
before known in peace time. This central dilemma he traces
in its ramifications through all ranks of society, through gov-
ernment, economics and the varied aspirations of the human
mind and spirit. Not content with the cool abstractions of
statistics, he constantly illumines his theme with local inci-
dent and circumstance chosen with nice discrimination from
the experiences of ordinary men and women as revealed in
personal writings, case studies and the surveys of investiga-
tive agencies. In like fashion he levies toll upon public-opin-
ion polls in order to depict authoritatively shifting currents
in folk attitudes. Probably no better example exists of how
the historian can use for his own particular purposes the
tools that social workers and political analysts devised for
theirs.

